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Sutton LINk Carers Meeting
18th March 2010  2pm to 4pm
Granfers Community Centre
Attendance:- Jill Waterman, Wendy Ferrell (Chair), Janice McCullock. Marilyn Burbidge, Ken Fish, Jill Shillito, Sheila Quirke, Rod Goodyer, Chantel Ramon, Isobelle Harding
Apologies:- Claire Shearer, Rachael McLeod, Derek Yeo,  Ted Gates, Veronica Pennick and Mike Dwyer (Contact A Family)
Notes of meeting

	Item
	Content
	By when
	Action
	Lead

	1.
	Welcome, Introductions and apologies

Wendy Introduced herself as substitute LINk rep for Carers. And Chair of the meeting.

Apologies were listed.
	
	
	WF

	2.


	Declaration of interest

None declared


	
	
	JM

	3.
	Brief Explanation of LINk

Janice explained what the LINk is and what it’s role is to the group.
Each working group including Carers has a budget allocation of £3000 and this sum in the case of the Carers will be carried forward for 2010 to 2011.
	
	
	JM

	
	Matters arising

Minutes to be corrected Jill Waterman from LBS attended not Judy Lowe.
All items on previous minutes were included in the agenda.
	
	
	WF

	3.


	Sutton LINk to explore the feasibility of including a category on the membership form for Carers.
	 30.05.2010
	Look at including in the membership form when the next printing order is made..
	JM

	4.


	A visual chart to be developed to show all Carers groups in the borough with details of Chair and purpose (Terms of Reference) of group .  This chart will enable Derek and Wendy to communicate LINk issues across Carers groups. LINk agreed for chart to be printed and distributed.

	31.03.2010
	Janice to contact Rachael McLeod at the Carers Centre for chart.
	RM

	5.
	It was agreed that the Carers LINk representatives to continue working on increasing the number of Carers who are members of LINk.  This will ensure that actual Carers are invited to the working group.
	
	Ongoing promotion of LINk reps in articles for newsletters
	DY/WF

	7.
	Sutton LINk Carers priorities

1. To ensure the visual chart of Carers groups is completed, printed and distributed.

2. Raise the profile of the definiition of carer and what carers are entitled to ensuring many hidden carers are reached and informed about what they are entitled too.


	
	
	WF/DY/JM

	8.
	Agency Care staff
A discussion took place regarding the quality of care provided by some agency staff..  The group felt that this was an area of concern and Jill Shilitto explained that Age Concern were covering this area of work and a scheme was set up where Age Concern volunteers were going in to Carers homes and feeding back comments on Agency staff to the Council.

	The group agreed that they should not work on this area as it was covered by the Age Concern work.  The group would like feedback on how this is working.
	
	

	9.
	Any other business

A discussion took place on the confusion of the word carer and did it represent a family carer or a paid carer?  

The group was informed by the council that a paid carer was now referred to as a Personal Assistant.  The group did not like this name as it could be mistaken for lots of roles.

Carers week  -  Monday 14th June


	
	
	

	
	Next meeting : Thursday 15th July – 10am to 12pm – Granfers Community Centre
The group agreed to trial morning, afternoon and evening meetings and see which best suited carers.
	
	
	


