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Sutton LINk Mental Health Working Group 
Tuesday 9th March 2010  
10am to 11.45am  

Granfers Community Centre, Sutton, SM1 3AA
minutes
	Item
	Title
	Action

	1.
	Introductions & Apologies

Introductions were made and apologies noted.
Declaration of interest 

David declared that he is the Chair of Sutton Mental Health Foundation
	

	2.
	Minutes of the previous meeting ~ 12th January 2010

Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.
The group were informed that Merton Mental Health Partnership will dissolve and be replaced by a group set up by “New Horizons” with the support of the Mental Health Trust 
 
	

	3.
	MH Commissioning Strategy and Mental Health Trust's proposed new service model "Making Life Better Together"

An update on the Mental Health Commissioning Strategy was given to the group, the significant change since the last version is a new chapter “turning vision into a reality” which is an action plan.  The following questions and comments were made on the strategy: 

· Does the Crisis Intervention and Home Treatment operate 24hours?

· Request for more information on the support for Carers 

· Have the Mental Health Trust signed up to this strategy?

· The need to show 90 (rather than just 28) day re-admission rates was emphasized as it gave a more accurate picture of the number of people having to return to hospital.  The MH Trust had been refusing to make public the 90 day re-admission rates.

· It was often misleading to show the Sutton and Merton Mental Health data together as it masked considerable differences between the two boroughs. 

There was a discussion on the website which was being considered for use locally - “the big white wall”.  Whilst it was felt that it might be a useful tool concerns were raised about how appropriate it would be for BME communities (including language issues) and the need to make a similar service available for those who do not use the internet.
There was a further discussion on language and the various ways to communicate effectively with different communities.  It was noted that the MH Partnership Board had a sub group looking at these issues and was currently working on a toolkit, it would be best to raise concerns in the sub-group. 
David Jones had obtained performance data for the MH Trust. It was agreed that the working group should look in more detail at the tables and focus on the areas highlighted “red” to see if thse corresponded with the areas of concern for LINk members.  It would then be possible for LINk to comment on these and for David to follow this up at board meetings. 

There was brief discussion about the misuse of the mental health act and the fact that many patients and carers were not clear about their legal rights, particularly rights to care on leaving hospital (Section 117)  It was agreed to invite a speaker to provide information about legal issues at a future meeting.  
	LINk to write and request the figures for 90 days re-admission rates

	4.

	Proposal to look at the needs of those with severe and enduring mental health needs living in the community
The working group considered a proposal drafted by Alan Leader, Ken Fish and David Jones for work to identify the needs of those with severe and enduring MH problems living in the community and their carers.
A questionnaire would be drafted to guide conversations with service users and carers to provide the information for the work.  Alan to draft the questionnaire for service users and Ken for carers.  A list of questions for the MH Trust was agreed to obtain the information necessary to inform the work.
	LINk to arrange for someone to speak about the legal rights for people on section 117

LINk to write to the MH Trust to inform them of our work



	5.
	Working Group funding
It was agreed to use the money in the budget for the following: 
· Support the research – e.g. support workers to work with people to complete questionnaires
· Focus groups –e.g.  Carers Centre

· An event to present the findings (venue costs etc..)
· Consultant to produce final report

	

	6.
	Any Other Business
TSC flyer distributed 

Agreed to add an item to the next agenda for feedback from relevant meetings.

	LINk host to produce a map of various boards 

	7.
	Date Of Next Meeting and future meetings:

Tuesday 11th May 2010 ~ Granfers ~ 6pm to 8pm 

Tuesday 20th July 2010 ~ Granfers ~2pm to 4pm 

Tuesday 28th September 2010 ~ Granfers ~10am to 12pm Thursday 18th November 2010 ~ Granfers ~ 6pm to 8pm 
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